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Prime Attractions of Varanasi 
 
Religious Places --> 
 
The Ghats of Varanasi 
In this ancient city of pilgrimage, the bathing ghats are main attraction. 
People flock here in large numbers every day to take bath and worship in 
the temples built beside the river bank. Centuries old tradition to offer puja 
to the rising Sun is still maintained. 
 
The Kashi Vishwanath Temple  
This temple is dedicated to Lord Shiva. It is popularly known as the golden 
Temple due the Gold plating done on its 15.5 meter high spire. One tonne 
of gold donated by Maharaja Ranjit Singh has been used in the gold 
plating of the spire. The temple was destroyed in the various invasions and 
was rebuilt in 1776 by Rani Ahilyabai of Indore.  
 
Bharat Mata Temple  
This temple is dedicated to Mother India. Just one kilometer from the 
Varanasi station. The temple is built in the Mahatma Gandhi Kashi 
Vidyapeeth which was built by Babu Shiv Prasad Gupt. This temple was 
inaugurated by Mahatma Gandhi in 1936 so that the citizens could 
respect Mother India in statue form. The statute is built in marble. The 
statue is a replica of undivided India in three dimensions which has the 
mountains, plains and oceans in right proportion.  
 
Tulsi Manas Temple 
This temple is dedicated to Lord Rama. The temple is built in the place 
where Goswami Tulsidas composed the epic 'Ramacharitramanas' which 
provides us with detailed description of the history and deeds of Lord 
Rama. Tulsi Manas Temple was constructed by a philanthropist family in 
1964. 
 
Durga Temple 
Built in the 8th century, the Durga temple is one of the most important 
temples in Varanasi. This temple is built in Nagara Style. The shikhara of the 
temple is formed by many small spires which are built one on top of the 
other.  
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Museums --> 
 
Bharat Kala Museum  
The Kashi Hindu university has a museum which has a very rich collection 
of precious and rare historical artifacts, statues, pictures, paintings and 
manuscripts. This small but very well maintained museum gives an over 
view of the ancient city of Varanasi. Entry in the museum is free but check 
out the timings.  
 
Ram Nagar Durg  
2 kms from the Kashi Hindu University, across the Ganges is located the 
ancestral house in the fort, which was built by the former rulers of Kashi. In 
one of the sections of the fort is the museum which displays the royalty 
which was once part of the kingdom. 
This museum gives an insight into the grandeur, which once prevailed in 
the fort. On the Ramnagar Pandav road is a beautiful Durga temple. This 
temple has very delicate and intricate carving done on stone. These 
carvings are worth giving a look.  
 
Other Attractions of Varanasi 
 
Benaras Hindu University (BHU) 
This is the largest and oldest university in north India. Spread over an area 
of 2,000 acres, this great place of education was established by Pt. 
Madan Mohan Malaviya. Today the campus has faculties of Arts, Science, 
Music, Sanskrit, Languages, Engineering, Statistics and Medical to name a 
few of them. 
The university also has the huge Vishwanath temple which was built and 
maintained by the Birla family. The Sunderlal Medical center has all the 
modern facilities of medical field is also located in the university campus. 
 
Excursions of Varanasi 
Chunar  
Chunargarh of 'Chandrakanta', the classic novel by Babu Devakinandan 
Khatri is 40 kms from the city of Varanasi. Today the place is known as 
Chunar. Along one of the meanders of Ganges, where the Kaimur Hills are 
taking a North face, is built the imposing fort of Chunar.  
 
Sarnath 
About ten kms from Varanasi is the place where Lord Buddha after 
enlightenment gave his first sermon or as the Buddhist say set the wheel of 
dharma or law rolling. Today Sarnath is considered as one of the richest 
place to have antiques since the Ashoka period to the 12th century. 
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Suggested reading on the Buddhist places in Uttar Pradesh.  
 
Vindhyachal  
There are many Shaktipeeths in India. These are the places where the 
Goddess of power is said to be residing and people worship her viz- 
Goddess Durga. Vindhyachal is one of such peeths or abode of Shakti. 
The place is 90 kms from Varanasi. The temples of Vindhyavasini Devi, 
Asthbhuja and Kalikhoh are a must visit here. 
 
Kaushambi 
The mention of this town can be seen in the Mahabharata. It is said that 
the Pandav brothers lived here. Budhha visited this place many times and 
gave sermons after his enlightenment in 6th and 9th century. Kaushambi 
developed as a major center for Buddhism. The ruins of an old fort tell the 
saga of the town’s antiquity. Kaushambi is 185 kms from Varanasi.  
 
 
 
 
Chandra Prabha Wildlife Sanctuary 
Established in 1997,Chandra Prabha Sanctuary, a small sanctuary 
sprawling over an area of 78 sq. kms, is located on Naugarh and Vijaigarh 
hillocks in Vindhya forest range, in Chandauli district. 
 
 
Did you know? 
"Banaras claims to be the oldest living city of the world having a history of 
past 3000 years. The Ganges in Varanasi flows from South to North 
whereas at all places it flows from North to South. There are 84 living 
Spiritual Ghats on the bank of river Ganges. Sarnath is a very famous 
destination for Buddhism where Lord Buddha gave his first sermon after 
the enlightenment almost 2550 years back. 
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